Andaman-Nicobar Islands during a germplasm exploration in April, 2003 (Nair and Senthil Kumar 2005) . The first 2 clones were collected from the Middle Andaman of the Andaman group, while the third clone was collected from the Katchal Island of the Nicobar group of islands. The 3 clones are now clonally maintained in the field gene bank of Sugarcane Breeding Institute at Coimbatore. The 3 clones were morphologically characterized at 12th month after planting. Chromosome number of the 3 clones was determined from root tip squashes as per Sreenivasan (1969) . A minimum of 10 well spread metaphase plates were studied to determine the chromosome number.
Results and discussion
The morphological attributes of the 3 clones are presented in (Fig. 1) . Evidently 2 cytotypes of E. arundinaceus with 2nϭ40 and 2nϭ60 are present in the Andaman-Nicobar Islands, with clearly defined geographic distribution. The cytotype present in the Andaman Islands is 2nϭ40, while that present in the Nicobar group is 2nϭ60.
The distribution of distinct cytotypes of E. arundinaceus in India and Indonesia is well established (Mohan and Sreenivasan 1983, Sreenivasan et al. 2001) . E. arundinaceus with 2nϭ40 is common to the Indian subcontinent, while 2nϭ60 types of the species occur in the Indonesia-New Guinea region. The presence of the 2 cytotypes indicates that both Indian and Indonesian forms of E. arundinaceus are present in the Andaman-Nicobar Islands. This is consistent with the general floristic distribution in the Andaman-Nicobar Islands. The Islands consist mainly of 2 groups, the Andaman group of Islands to the North and the Nicobar group of Islands to the South of the Ten degree Channel. The flora of the Andaman group of islands is reported to have closer affinity with the Indo-Myanmarese-Thailand flora, while the flora of Nicobar group of Islands is closer to that of the Malaysian-Indonesian order (Balakrishnan and Ellis 1996) . This is corresponding to the geographical position of the Islands in relation to the Indian subcontinent and the Indonesia-Malaysia region. Geographically the islands are part of the long Island Arch extending from the Arakan Yoma hill range of Myanmar to the Sumatran range of Indonesia. The North Andaman Island is close to the Southern part of Myanmar while the Southern part of the Great Nicobar Island is closer to the Sumatra Coast. The proximity of the Islands to the Indian subcontinent and the Indonesian archipelago possibly contributed to the presence of both Indian and Indonesian plant forms in the Islands.
